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Treatment
First of all, the sweet-clover hay should be removed and clean fresh hay of some other variety supplied. If the animals have been on a diet of hay alone, add some grain to the ration. It should be remembered that the sick animals are bleeding internally and it is conjecture as to how many will recover with or without treatment. Treatment of the sick animals consists of blood transfusions. Something must be done to increase the clotting power of the blood and to prevent it from oozing through the walls of the blood-vessels. Additional blood-corpuscles must be supplied to replace those that have disappeared. The quickest and most effective way to do this is to inject blood from a healthy cow into the sick one. A veterinarian must perform this operation. The blood is drawn from the jugular vein of the healthy cow. It is then treated to remove the clotting portion of the blood, after which it is injected into the jugular vein of the sick animal. If the cow is not too far advanced in the disease, recovery takes place as if by magic. Drugs and other biological products are of no value in the prevention or treatment of sweet-clover poisoning. Animals in the first stages of the disease will usually pick up after the poisonous hay is taken away.
One should not forget that all moldy sweet-clover hay is not poisonous. The probabilities are that most of it is not. Considerable moldy hay is fed every season and comparatively few cases of poisoning follow. If the owner of a stack of sweet-clover hay wishes to take precautions against this disease, he should examine it carefully and look for molds. If it is moldy, it is comparatively easy to test it to determine whether it is safe to feed.
If trouble has already appeared, the test will serve to make sure that the sickness was caused by the moldy hay. Tame rabbits are used for the test because they are much more susceptible to sweet-clover poisoning than cattle and usually fall sick in about ten days after they are put on the moldy hay diet. The rabbits should be fed a handful